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To af Norges mest fremtredende kunstnere, FRANS WIDERBERG,
og NICO WIDERBERG udstiller i februar-marts pa Schaeffergirden.

”SITT EGET UNIVERS

Gjennom sin kunst har Frans Widerberg laget sitt eget verdensbilde, et univers som er
hans eget. Han slipper betrakteren villig inn 1 sin intense livsbejaende verden.
Widerbergs kunst handler om de store spergsmaél i livet: livslysten, kjerligheten,
begjeret og det uforstaelige som mennesket aldri slutter & undres over. Det ligger en
grunnleggende human livsanskuelse 1 hans arbeider.

Frans Widerberg har en stor arbeidskapasitet. Han har en variert motivkrets, men
hans kunst har stort sett kretset rundt de samme hovedtemaer: rytteren, landskapet,
sveveren og forholdet mann/kvinne. Koloritten er gjenkennelig og intens, rene
primarfarger — gult, radt, blatt — 1 tillegg til gront. Fargebruken er konsekvent og
uavhengig av motivet.
Der er noe metafysisk over Frans Widerbergs billedverden. Menneskers drem eller
tankens flukt har ingen logiske grenser. Mennesket har alltid ensket & fly, & bevege
seg vektlost. Den roffe, ofte uverne penselferingen og Widerbergs gjenkennelige
sterke koloritt gir sveverne troverdighet. Forholdet mellem mann og kvinne er en
sentral dimensjon 1 Frans Widerbergs kunst. Hans par formidler gjenom sine
forskellige kropssprak sider ved kjerlighetens berusende gleder, men ogsa dens
irrasjonelle, smertefulle og vanskelige vei. ”

Tekst: Elsebeth Heyerdahl-Larsen

Pa utstillingen pa Scheffergirden vises et mindre, men representativt
utsnit av Frans Widerbergs malerier og grafikk. Ogsi handkolorerte



grafiske blade vil veere 4 finne. Litografier bemalet med akryl, noen
gange med forsiktig pensel, andre ganger forandres uttrykket i det
bakenforliggende grafiske blad.
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NICO WIDERBERG (f. 1960) er son av Frans Widerberg. Han er en alsidig
kunstner, som fortrinnsvis arbeider inden for uttryksformene skulptur og grafikk.
Hans billedsprog er forankret i den figurative tradisjon, men er samtidig tidlest og
universelt.

Se 1 gvrigt nedenstaende artikkel om Nico Widerberg.

www.nicowiderberg.no
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Foreword

The last decade has seen an extraordinary flowering of Norwegian art partly through
enlightened public patronage, but principally through the commitment of the artists
themselves. At the heart of this lies a renewed confidence that Norwegian art, without
compromising its national identity, is neither geographically nor culturally isolated.

Predominantly still and monolithic Nicolaus Widerberg’'s sculpture unites traditions
as diverse as pre-classical Greek and the elongated presences of Giacometti.
Sometimes it seems as if in developing a stubbornly private form of neoclassicism he
has insouciantly by-passed a century of modernism and its aftermath. If he has, itis
in the spirit that Andre Breton observed in the antique, the metaphysical.

This exhibition draws together an outstanding body of recent bronze, granite, marble
and glass sculpture by an artist whose modesty belies his current status as one of
the most gifted artists of his generation working in Norway today.

Many individuals have collaborated to make this exhibition possible and we are
grateful to them all, but in particular we thank Nicolaus Widerberg for his enduring
commitment, fortitude and warmth throughout the selection process, which is shared
by the tireless support of his studio manager Monika Ste van der Wel.

The discipline of translating an artist’s images and ideas into words is 3 unique talent.
The critic needs to possess the ability to capture that which is numinous in the artist’s
work. William Varley's rapport with Nicolaus Widerberg’s sculpture is apparent and
we are grateful for the thoughtful insights his authoritative introduction has provided
into Widerberg's oeuvre.

Nicolaus Widerberg has, of course, exhibited internationally in Scandinavia, Greece
and the USA. and his work is well known in the north-east of England, but this is his
first one-man show in London. It is all the more felicitous that his debut coincides
with the opening of Kings Place Gallery at Kings Place London, where business,
music and the arts combine 1o create a visionary cultural concept for the 21 century.

Mara-Helen Wood

Director

Kings Place Gollery, Londen

Northumbria Unwersity Gallery, Newsastle upon Tyne







